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Who are we? 

ÅWomen for a Better Louisiana chartered in 1986,  is a 
non-profit, non-partisan organization which keeps our 
members informed, and involved in, timely issues 
affecting the quality of life for the citizens of 
Louisiana.  Our goal is to improve the quality of life in 
Louisiana by actively working to attain honest and 
efficient government, promote a clean environment 
through efforts such as litter control and area 
beautification,  and improve the lives of abused and 
neglected children through our support of the New 
Orleans Child Advocacy Center and the New Orleans 
tƻƭƛŎŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ /ƘƛƭŘ !ōǳǎŜ {ŜŎǘƛƻƴΦ 
 



Women for a Better Louisiana 
Past Accomplishments 



LEGISLATION 



Picking Up Trash 

WBL assisted in 
passing legislation 
to use DWI 
offenders 
sentenced to 
community service 
hours to help keep 
our highways 
clean. 



Fingerprinting 
State law requires that 
teachers and others dealing 
with children and the elderly 
have fingerprinting 
background checks before 
being employed.  Our Child 
Advocacy committee 
discovered that these 
fingerprints were being sent 
to Baton Rouge as required, 
but the state was over two 
years behind in checking the 
prints.  The new legislation, 
promoted by WBL,  
automated the fingerprinting 
system (AFIS) so background 
checks could be accomplished 
more expeditiously. 



Body Disposal 
WBL also brought to the 
ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘǳǊŜΩǎ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ 
illegal disposal of a body 
was only a  misdemeanor .  
A person could dispose of 
a body without notifying 
anyone and by the time 
the body was discovered it 
would be too decomposed 
to provide cause of death.  
5ǳŜ ǘƻ ².[Ωǎ ŘƛƭƛƎŜƴŎŜΣ 
illegal disposal of a body is 
now a felony. 



RECYLING AND AREA 
BEAUTIFICATION 



Curbside Recycling 
²ƘŜƴ ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŎƻƴǾƛƴŎŜ 
the Louisiana Legislature to 
pass SB 466 (returnable 
container legislation) by 
Senator John Hainkel, we 
knew we had to work harder 
on getting our communities to 
recycle.  After trying drop off 
methods ourselves, we came 
to the conclusion that only 
curbside recycling would do 
the job sufficiently.  Our 
efforts were finally rewarded 
when Jefferson and St. 
Charles parishes began 
curbside recycling and, finally 
in 1995, Orleans parish 
established its program. 



Beach Sweeps 

WBL worked closely 
with Lake 
Pontchartrain Basin 
Foundation to help 
organize first Lake 
Pontchartrain Beach 
Sweep on the south 
shore.  In previous 
years, we also helped 
with the beach sweep 
at Grand Isle. 



Litter Awareness 
WBL worked with any 
school, business or group 
that would accept our 
help.  We have even 
targeted some 
neighborhoods on our own 
where no one seemed to 
care and designed flyers to 
leave in doors stating 
ά²ƻƳŜƴ ŦƻǊ ŀ .ŜǘǘŜǊ 
Louisiana was in your 
neighborhood cleaning up 
ǘƻŘŀȅΦ  ²ƻƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ 
help us to keep our state 
ŎƭŜŀƴΦέ 



Cleanest City 

WBL spearheaded 
and convinced the 
New Orleans City 
Administration to 
enter the Cleanest 
City in Louisiana 
Contest in 1990.  
We led the charge 
and helped keep 
the program on 
track.   



Back to the Beach 
Annual Fund 

Raiser 
For several years, WBL 
members donated their time at 
ǘƘŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ {ǘŀƎŜΦ  hƴŜ ȅŜŀǊ 
we were a financial supporter. 

When the foundation appeared 
to be getting a little political, 
².[ ƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ƛƴŦƻǊƳ άǘƘŜ 
ǇƻǿŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ōŜέ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ [ŀƪŜ 
belongs to all the citizens of this 
State and that they should have 
input in its management.  The 
Lake Pontchartrain Basin 
Foundation now has 
representatives from every 
parish surrounding the lake, 
elected by members of the 
foundation. 



Shell Dredging 

When the Lake 
Pontchartrain Basin 
Foundation was 
fighting to remove 
shell dredging from 
the lake, they asked 
WBL to help lobby the 
legislature and, when 
it was time to keep 
the moratorium on oil 
drilling in the lake, 
they asked WBL to 
testify at the proper 
hearings. 



Illegal Signs 
WBL waged a massive 
campaign against illegal 
signs (called vertical litter) 
on posts and public 
property.  The job is not 
complete, but the Clerk of 
Courts Office now 
distributes a copy of the 
ordinance to all candidates 
who register to run for 
office and many businesses 
have been made aware of 
the distaste of the public 
for such advertising.   



All About Going to 
Court 

In  1994 (2nd edition in 
2004), a few members 
of WBL developed this 
pamphlet for the New 
Orleans Child 
Advocacy Center to 
provide to the 
children.   The 
pamphlet helps the 
children understand 
ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǘΩǎ ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜ 
and make the process 
less intimidating.  



Women for a Better Louisiana 
Projects in 2011 



SCIENCE FAIR 



².[Ωǎ WǳƴƛƻǊ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜ CŀƛǊ ²ƛƴƴŜǊ 



².[Ωǎ {ŜƴƛƻǊ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜ CŀƛǊ ²ƛƴƴŜǊ 





Assistance from the Telephone 
Pioneers 



Child Advocacy 



New Orleans 
/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 

Advocacy Center 

 

During the year, WBL, 
on behalf of members 
Nancy Simoneaux and 
Pam Rogers, donates 
drinks,  snacks, toys, 
coloring books, 
crayons and clothing  
for the children 
brought to the center. 
This year over $300 
has been donated.  



LǘΩǎ hY ǘƻ ¢Ŝƭƭ  

 
 

 

WBL donated $200 
this year for 250 
copies to be 
distributed to children 
brought to the NOPD 
Child Abuse Unit. 



Mural at NOPD Child 
Abuse Unit 

 

².[ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ bht5Ωǎ 
Child Abuse Unit by 
supplying special paint for 
the prison artist to paint a 
mural in the office for the 
children and staff.  Sgt 
Arnold Williams helped 
with the project by 
purchasing the paints and 
then giving WBL the 
receipt to repay.  The 
repayment totaled 
$119.91. 



Donation to NOPD 
Child Abuse Unit 

The refrigerator at the 
NOPD Child Abuse 
Unit  needed to be 
replaced.  Through 
Nancy {ƛƳƻƴŜŀǳȄΩǎ 
efforts, WBL 
purchased a new 
refrigerator for $350 
ŦǊƻƳ [ƻǿŜΩǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŀŘ ƛǘ 
delivered to the unit. 



Electronic Equipment 
for NOPD Child Abuse 
Unit 

Lt. Paul Noel, new 
commander for the NOPD 
Child Abuse, thanked WBL 
for the electronic 
equipment we donated (at 
the cost of $260).   He 
explained that it can be 
attached to the phone 
while a child calls the 
alleged perpetrator so that 
evidence can be collected 
for trial.  
 


